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Economics 799   Doctoral Seminar In Economics  Winter Term  

 

 

Coordinator:    Alok Johri 

johria@mcmaster.ca 

Department of Economics, KTH 430 

 

Location :  By Zoom.  

      

   

 

Description 

 

The Doctoral Seminar in Economics is intended as an opportunity for post 

comprehensive exam Ph.D students to present their research as it develops. In addition, 

sessions on a number of research and career development topics will be held including 

scholarships applications and preparing for the job market as needed. When numbers are 

small, these may be on an individual basis with the instructor.  

 

Registration and expectations 

 

798 and 799 are both full year courses. In your 3rd year you should register for 798, 

while in your 4th year you should register for 799. All students are welcome to present 

their research at any point even when they are not officially registered in the course. I 

encourage students to take every opportunity to present. This is a hard to learn skill and 

practice is important. 3rd year students will present their research paper before the end of 

the Fall term starting in Fall 2021. This is optional in Fall 2020. For students in their final 

year, out of schedule sessions can be arranged so that they can present their job market 

papers. Similarly, anyone who is presenting at a conference can contact me to conduct a 

practice talk of the same length as their conference presentation. Please inform your 

thesis committee and invite them to attend. Recall also that presenting in these workshops 

will count towards your active researcher milestone once you are beyond year 4. 

 

 

Evaluation of Students 

 

798: PhD students in their 3rd year (or earlier) present two seminars, one in the fall and 

one in the winter semester at a minimum. Students can start with shorter more frequent 

presentations and progress to longer ones as their research develops.  

  

799: PhD students in their 4rd year present two seminars, one in the fall and one in the 

winter semester at a minimum. Or shorter work-in-progress reports. 

 



We keep track of how many semesters a student has participated in the seminars. When a 

student has done four semesters they have completed the 798/799 requirement.  

 

The grade (for both 798 and 799) is "pass" or "fail". This requires making a minimum of 

two major presentations over two semesters (or a number of minor ones) and attending at 

least 75% of the presentations. The presentations are not graded.  

 

Information about student presentations. 

 

It is up to you what to present. If you are early on in the dissertation research stage, you 

might present a plan of the thesis, a literature review, or preliminary results. It doesn't 

have to be a finished product. Your supervisor/supervisory committee should be able to 

advise you on what is appropriate to present. I intend to flexibly schedule presenters 

depending on how many students need time to present their work and stage of work.  

 

Having to motivate a topic in front of others often helps the speaker to explain their 

research more clearly and see strengths and weaknesses both in understanding and 

presentation more clearly.  As an audience member feel free to ask questions and make 

comments although you are not required to do so. 

 

You may get useful feedback from audience members, either during or after. Before the 

talk, you might want to mention it to potentially interested faculty members or students 

who do not usually attend the seminar.  

 


